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The Tramway Museum Society    Confidential to Society Members and Employees 

THE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE (MEETING 114 –7.4.17) 

Held at the National Tramway Museum, Crich, Matlock, Derbyshire, on Friday 7th April 2017 at 
10.30am 
 
Present: M.C.Wright (Chairman); J Soper; L.Waters; A,Smith, D.McEwen, M.Galer, I.Dougill and 
L.Smith 
 
114.1 Apologies for absence: 

A.Thorpe; J.Brett. 
 
114.2 Minutes of Meeting 111 

The minutes of meeting 113 (Friday 2nd December 2016) were approved. 
 
114.3 Matters Arising 

Actions outstanding from previous meetings: 
a) The Bundy Clock.  Overhaul of the mechanism (quote £995). 

Action: JB 
(In the Chairman’s opinion all it needs is levelling, nothing more, but not easy to do.) 
 
b) Inspector’s Hut: Pictures of tramway period structures had been found, and been reviewed 
with N.White.  Most were simple wooden huts with little character.  Further pictures to be 
sought. 

Action: MCW 
 

c) ‘Gentlemen’ and ‘Ladies’ finger signs:  quote received, order placed for four. Two ‘Public 
Conveniences’ signs for the Depot Yard., a ‘Gent’s for the end of the cul-de-sac and Ladies’ 
on the traction pole at Town End.  The subscriber Plus Fund would be invited to contribute. 

Actions: MCW- to collect when ready  
 
d) Weather Vane (Barnett’s sweet shop): The vane was life expired, and would be conserved 
and replaced by a copy.  When? 

Action: LW 
e) Wall Clock:  (Stephenson Building) A quote had been received for £3,000.  The board had 
approved the expenditure at its June meeting (minute19023), to be funded by the Jubilee 
fund.  Winter project. 

Action: LW/JB 
f) Exhibition Hall clock: A quote had been received for £1,999 to put it in working order. 

Action: LW 
g) Police Sentry Box (Town End):  The phone line has now been repaired, (but can only be 
heard then inside the Box).  The outside bell and flashing light can now be reinstated. 

Action: JB 
 
h) Committee membership. Mr. Andrew Watkins was yet to be invited to join the Committee 
in view of his interest in street development. 

Action: MCW 
 

i) Walkarounds: To be resumed.  
Action: DWMcE 

 
j) Post Box: Their letter confirming it was in their ‘Penfold refurbishment programme’ and 
‘would be done in 2016’ has not resulted in any progress, although they have been reminded 
by Mr.Sykes. (Post-meeting note: quote received, order placed)  

Action: DWMcE, LW  
 

k: Victoria Park and Hyde Road: Subscriber Plus Fund:  The work to put in a kerb line from 
the telephone box up the hill to opposite the park gates had been completed.  The location 
and fixing of the ‘Hyde Road’ signs was still being reviewed.  It was agreed that a low wall 
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and/or railings would improve the appearance and stop the embankment from encroaching 
onto the pavement.  To be included in the winter work, as would the new street light opposite. 

Action: MCW/MSG 
 

 l) The MacRae Police Box.  The Board had agreed, located as planned (minute 19023), 
provided an appropriate agreement with the owner was concluded, using the Jubilee Fund. 

Action:  JB 
 

 m) Restricted Street Notices: Discussions with the castings manufacturer (above) had 
identified a suitable post and finial for the ‘restricted street’ sign and a price would be sought. 

Action: MCW 
 

n) ‘Trams Running’ Board.  Specification outstanding. Presently no information is available for 
visitors (once they have left Admissions) on which trams running are (and are not) available 
for them to travel on. 

Action: MCW 
 

o) Eagle Press outside light: Potential sources of ‘period’ (but compliant) fittings had been 
identified (see appendix one, meeting 112).  The lights on the Burnley Offices and Learning 
Centre are also of an inappropriate pattern and would also be changed. 

Action: JB 
 

p) R&C Area and Town End.  The drawings had been passed to the Strategy Committee. 
 

q) Buggy Park. Was to be set into the bank to improve circulation space. 
Action: JB 

 
r) Relocation of stored artefacts (from Cliffside). Completed. All removed to the stockyard. 

 
114.4 Village Hall Project.  At its February meeting the Board asked the Committee to consider “the 

provision of a community hall with a capacity for 200 people, toilets and a hot drinks facility” 
(minute 19072ii). 

 Jim Soper had produced several schemes and refined them through discussions with various 
members of the Committee. 

 Four schemes in three potential locations had been identified. 
 1. Beside the Red Lion.  Based on the existing excavation proposals, for about £265k a hall 

with a capacity of only 100 could be fitted into the space available. 
 2. In Victoria Park.  Would take up a significant portion of the park, would be difficult to deliver 

to and expensive to provide water, electricity and sewerage (£279k excluding the provision of 
services). 

 3. East of Victoria Park, (scheme B) at trackside, excavating back as far as where the skips 
are sited.  Regrading of the approach road and pedestrian ramp to meet current regulations.  
(£320k excluding provision of services).  Some loss of car parking but, more significantly, ALL 
road vehicles bigger than a classic car would need at least a three point turn or TWO 
reversals to reach the access ramp from the far edge of the car park.  Operationally 
impractical 

 4.  East of Victoria park.  (Scheme A) Same location of building as above, but without altering 
the vehicle access ramp or pedestrian route.  (£282,000 excluding services). 

 
 The Chairman thanked Jim Soper on behalf of the Committee for producing these 

imaginative schemes and the accompanying drawings. 
 

See appendices: 
Appendix 1: Narrative JS 
Appendix 2: Scheme by Red Lion 
Appendix 3 ‘Scheme A’ opposite the park with no vehicle ramp regrading 
(Note: only parts of the drawings have been copied electronically for the Minutes. Members of 
the committee have the full set.) 
 
After much careful discussion, scheme A was preferred, as a fully serviced unit capable of 
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operating both when the Museum was closed and open (i.e. all year including evenings) 
could be built there.  It was agreed to develop this plan in further detail to cover the hall’s 
delivery vehicle and wheelchair access, adjustable ticket boundary and tramway street 
access. 

Action JS & MSG 
 

Further thoughts.  Developing from this it was decided a building not in Tramway Street 
should be considered.  An independent structure combining admissions, bigger shop, and 
village hall was suggested, over the footprint of the present (extremely tired) Admissions 
Building.  It could cost significantly more than the present suggestions but would serve all 
three purposes. 
Preliminary ideas and plans would be circulated prior to the next meeting. 

Action AS 
 
114.5 Any Other business 
 Stephenson Place hoarding.  Currently unadorned (a consequence of the theft of some and 

safe removal of other) posters and enamel adverts, a suggestion had been made that a 
member of the Committee could take over responsibility for affixing fresh posters, including 
the practice of ‘flyposting’. Typical early 20th century adverts could be produced by the Eagle 
Press.  To be investigated. 

Action DWMcE 
 
 
Carried forward for the next meeting: 

Review of the Development Report (no.3) opposite the Five Year Strategy. 
Action All 

Wakebridge; 
Glory Mine: ‘second generation’ tram stop? 
Street development beyond Victoria Park towards Cabin; 
Other projects which could enhance the Tramway Period Street. 

Action: All 
 
113.17 Date of Next Meeting 
 Friday 19th May 2017, 10.30am, at the Museum. 
 
Circulation: 
Those present & apologising 
TMS hon sec 
 
 
Appendices: 
 
Appendix one JS narrative 
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Appendix Two: By Red Lion 
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Appendix Three Opposite Victoria Park Scheme A 
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